


BULLETIN frm 





































Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service Ye 38 Bank Street 
9 a 


Vol. XV January 1, 1947 No. l 
JUVERTLE SUPPLERER W..1 





[n Collaboration With Nina Schneider ‘ 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 





Courlander, ilarold & Herzog, George THE COW TAIL SWITCH Holt 
And Other West African Stories $2.00 
* Originally scheduled for November publication this is now due in the early 


Spring. Reported as follows:- "This excellent collection of West African stories is a 
treasure of material that has originality and distinction. The authors have caught a 
wonderful folk spirit full of laughter and traditional spiritual and moral values. Ex- 
cellent for reading aloud, for story telling, for home consumption - these brief tales 
are written with a simplicity that will be enjoyed from six on. I[11." —_— 


FICTION FOR THE 8 TO 11's 


Friedman, Frieda DOT FOR SHORT Morrow 
$2.00 
* There's a ten year old heroine for this story of a warm-hearted, jolly New 


York family, the Flemings. They live under the Elevated Railway in clean, happy, 
straitened circumstances. Four children, ranging in ages from 8 to 14, struggle with 
their little problems, and Dot, the central figure in the story, solves some pretty 
tough situations herself. An ugly threat of illness, all too real a situation in many 
families, is prevented from becoming a tragedy when Dot wins a $1,900 prize in a limer- 
ick contest. To be sure, the solution is somewhat contrived, but the material is in- 
teresting, the characters have warmth, and the appeal has- let's say= contemporary kin- 
ship to ‘ive Little Peppers. Books of this general background are far too few and this 
meets a real need. The city setting may be a hurdle to take in small town markets or 
county library systems, but city books seem harder to find and this is a sound one.(2/19) 








Norton, Andre ROGUE REYNARD Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.50 
The subtitle wives the cue: "Being u tule of the fortunes and misfortunes 
and divers misdeeds of that great Villain, Baron Keynarid, tie Fox, and how he was serv- 
ed with hing Lion's justice. Based upon [he Beast Savu. "= Possidly there is some de- 
mand tor this sort of classic of medieval folklore, but, frankly, I doubt the spon- 
taneity of the response on the part of children, and the delibsrately sustained arch- 
aicisms I found very trying. It is conceivable that the Laura Bannon illustrations, 
which are not available at this time, will justify the book on the ground of unity of 
conception and presentation. On the basis of galley proof text alone, the market would 


seom very limited. (2/*) 6b 
FACT BOOKS FOR THE 8 to 11's 





Meadowcroft, Enid La Monte ON INDIAN TRAILS WITH DANI#L BOONE Crowell 
$2.00 
A lively account of the Boone family and the building of the road into Ken- 
tucky. Blood and gore and Indians galore! Factual and biographical material which 
provides lively supplementary reading for schools, with a vocabulary gauged for this 
age level, and type large and clear enough for third and fourth graders. Illustra- 
tions by Lloyd Coe. (Feb. or March) 
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January 1, 1947 Juvenile Supplement - 12-15 Fiction -2- 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Fiction 


Hess, Fjeril FLY AWAY HOME Macmillan 
$2.00 
Another postponement from Fall- see report P. 457. "Tables are turned this 
time, and it is Petey who is leaving the ranch to go East and see a new way of life, 
and Brenda Coleman who is going to be the one who knows her way about and can teach 
Petey what city life is like. Instead of tenderfoot on a ranch, this is ranch girl 
in the big city - and even city young people, who think they know New York, will find 
lots of information worked into the story (sometimes too obviously) which will be new 
to them, as well as to Petey. A budding romance between Brenda's reticent older brother 
and Petey almost upsets loyal Duke when he comes East for the rodeo, but it all turns 
out in the right way. The kinds of things girls in their early teens would want to 
know about traveling and visiting in New York are many of them there; perhaps the market 
will be largely for them. As a story, it is a little contrived for Fjeril Hess. (2/18) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Non-fiction 


Garbedian, H. Gordon THOMAS A. EDISON: Builder of Civilization Messner 
$2.50 
A competent but routine biography, with the inventor emerging as somewhat a 
stuffed shirt. There are the oft repeated significant incidents,- the box on the ear 
that caused his deafness, the telegrapher's job, the growing pains of an inventor, -all 
dutifully detailed, with here and there a breathless episode as another invention is 
borneeo. Frankly, I begin to question the flood of biographical material, too often 
repeating in characters sufficiently recorded; I particularly question the trend back 
to idealization, until qualities of men and women of accomplishment begin to look like 
endorsement school of advertising. In this particular instance, the author endeavors 
to make Edison's youthful sharp practice exemplary behavior models for modern youth; 
he tells of how he cornered the market and sold wares worth two cents for twenty five 
as if it were a Boy Scout deed of the dayeeo. Let's be a little more objectively criti- 
cal about the biographies we recommend for younger readers and perhaps we'll stem the 
flood of mediocre work. (Feb.) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Panetta, George JIMMY POTTS GETS A HAIRCUT masa 8 
2-00 
A story built around the ballooning of rumor into panic, so Jimmy lets the 
barber's son write on his newly shaven head, only to have an hysterical neighbor insist 
on his being taken to Bellevue for examination. The story grows- the barber's son runs 
away, causing a kidnapping scare and a premature wake. Jimmy's truthfulness is taken as 
fantasy in the hospital, and by the time he is dismissed, the neighbor, Mrs. Klein, is. 
brewing new gossip and new trouble. Moments of fun. (For full report see P.580) (1/23) 


Arnold, Elliott BLOOD BROTHER Duell, Sloan & gry 

3200 

A story of the friendship between Cochise, gallant chief of the Chiricahua 

Apaches and Tom Jeffers, government scout, who became staunch advocate of a policy upon 
which he and Cochise built peace between the white settlers of New Mexico and the 
Apaches. The story has an epic quality, told against a background of mountain fastness- 
es and desert. A double thread of romance is interwoven with the major theme of blood 
brotherhood. It is impossible in brief space to convey the fascination of the book. 
(For full report see P. 600) (2/21) 
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Evans, Evan THE BORDER BANDIT Harper 
$2.00 
This is not a beltline Western, but a handling, in Zane Grey tradition of the 
de-and-re-generation of a bold character. An effete Easterner insults a Comanche Chief, 
is kidnapped and sold into slavery in Mexico where work in the mines develops his brawn 
and his brain. He escapes with a bandit chief - and eventually has to choose between a 
career as a bandit and return to his own countryee.. A larger than life character, in a 
solid fare Western. (For full report see P. 556.) (1/8) 


MacKaye, Loring JOHN OF AMERICA Longmans, Green 
$2.50 
* (Postponed from Fall- as reported on P. 299). "Cromwell's Englend, and a 


superstition ridden town are excitingly detailed in the strange story of John Barebody, 
who, under dramatic and romantic circumstances, saw his foster-mother accused of witch- 
craft and die of a hearteattack. John escaped with another old woman accused of dark 
crimes, and set out for America as an indentured servant. The old woman is hung as a 
witch en route; John is saved by one, John Washington, ancestor of our own George. Then 
follows the life as an indentured man in Virginia, and the role of Washington in estab- 
lishing John Barebody's true identity. A grand story withal. The added facet of an 
original Washington coming to America and fighting his own battle for independence and 
protecting the oppressed is a new angle, — with romance, mystery, plenty of adven- 


ture. Illustrated by Henry Pitz. (2/19) ee 
ae ENA 


Whitney, Phyllis WILLOW HILL ec awe a 
$2 ye 


, Winner of the Youth Today contest- this qualifies as "the most sensitive real- 
istic treatment of an aspect of contemporary American life and youth problems". Willow 
Hill is faced with a government housing project which brings a Negro population, with 
the all-too-familiar reaction from mob threats, real estate action, school board con- 
troversies, women’s clubs, the school population, the newspaper and team projects. In- 
dividual students, crystalize their own opinions out of the parental and school conflicts. 
Some very nice people fight it through, with democracy and constitutional ideals winning 
out. The author has succeeded in making her young people- both white and Negro- live; 
and reality is added in showing pleasant and unpleasant individuals of both races and 
factions. There is confusion, slow progress and difficult decision on all sides. Here 
is a story of young people growing up,taking their places in the world, here are no 
martyrs, but normal youth with their ambitions and heart throbs along with their social 
problems. Wide range of interest and appeal, a rattling good storyeee. The advance 
publicity, the publicity given the award, should give impetus to the sale of this book 
not only to young people but to their elders as well. (2/55) S/S 


Hughes, Babette LAST NIGHT WHEN WE WERE YOUNG Rinehart 
$2.50 

Very light, very gay and most beguiling, this is a first novel which should 
find a welcome among the Senior High School crowd that liked Claudia and its kin. This 
is the story of Julie Forrest, who at sixteen, elopes with her 28-year old English pro- 
fessor who had decided to attend to her upbringing himself. Together they attempt to 
launch a theatre in Seattle, and lose the fight against the cultural lag of the Chamber 
of Commerce. Then they go abroad on a Foundation grant, and in their contacts with the 
artists, Julie gets a sentimental education and glamorous notions about life away from 
Seattle. Then the coming of a baby brings her back to acceptance of settling down to 
home life with Don. (For fuller report see P. 558) (1/9) 


VON FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Mamis, Max 9 LIVES BEFORE 30 Doubleday 
$3.00 

Another story of the underground, where the cost was never too high, a tale 
in the best cloak and dagger tradition. A Norwegian was ordered out of occupied Norway 
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to London to become educated in a one man commando, sabotage assignment. He returned to 
his country to work against German shipping. Here are adventures against the Gestapo, 
complete with transforming makeup,-close brushes with danger, explosive’ successes- and 
failures, desperate loyalties and friendships under stress. (For full report see P. 587) 


(1/23) | 


Campbell, John W. THE ATOMIC STORY Holt 
$3.00 

For boys who have a basic knowledge of chemistry and physics, this will be an 
interesting history of atomic energy from the time of Democritus to 1945's exploding of 
the bomb over Hiroshima. Campbell traces the developments in chemistry and physics from 
Dalton's atomic theory, to Becquerel's recognition of atomic energy, Bohr's discovery of 
the nucleus, and finally to the Manhattan project. Without revealing any secrets, he 
coordinates the contributions of various agencies, and tells how the engineering feat 
was achieved. A layman's handbook. (For full report see P. 570) (aeive} Har 


Peck, Anne Merriman THE PAGEANT OF MIDDLE AMERICAN HISTORY Longmans, * sere ees ait 
220 
The author has attempted a difficult thing in presenting as her theme the in- 
terlocking history and present relationships of the peoples of Middle America. She has 
succeeded in giving a kind of birdseye view of the history of peoples of the areas of 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and libraries and schools will 
find valuable reference material on cultural contributions. But the text lacks the flow 
of narrative, the color and flavor of some of her more personal travel books. At times 
her style seems rather pedantic for straight reading. However, this material is yond? ie 
cult to find and the book meets a neede~We hope she is illustrating it herself. ( “oe 
8 
Lomax, John A. ADVENTURES OF A BALLAD HUNTER ~ Macmillan 
$3.75 
The collector of American Cowboy songs and ballads relates the adventures of 
his findings. There is a refreshing flavor to this life story of a man who enjoyed so 
enormously the assignment he has made his life interest. In his book he penetrates deep 
into the life of indigenous Americans. The backgrounds of some of our now popular songs 
are fascinating, and his zest is contagious. Interesting and amusing material keeps the 
book from being highbrow reading. (For full report see P. 585) (2/25) 


‘ ' 

Woodward, C. Vann THE BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF Macmillan 
$3.75 

A definite account of the largest naval engagement in history, the two day en- 
counter of the Imperial Fleet and Halsey's Third and Kinkaid's Seventh Fleets, which gave 
the U.S. undisputed command of the Pacific. The report is based on captured Japanese 
records and interviews as well as American information. These are the days that destroy- 
ed the Japanese fleet, told in terms of personalities, tactics, fleet complements. It 
makes fascinating, readable naval history. (For full report see P. 585) (2/4) 








